EDUCATION
in the city, and he sold me his " rubbish " for next to nothing,
and'the lightest burden ever I brought home was Orr's
Circle of the Sciences (who knows it now ?) which I got with a
few other books for one penny.
6 A notch was cut in my life when, in passing into a new
class at school, my reading-book was one of Chambers's
Readers, which was really an anthology from the great
writers. To that class-book I owe peace and happiness
untold. It was my first sip at the springs of English Litera-
ture. Before many days were over I had read through it.
It was no mere lesson book ; it was a revelation of a new
world. Long, long afterwards I read Keats's sonnet on
Chapman's Homer, and I remembered my Chambers's
Reader.
** Then ftilt I like some watclier of the skies
When a new planet swims into his kenS*
c Thenceforth I knew the music, the colour, and the dignity
of words, and the grand companionship of those who were
their masters.
* These two books came into my hands, each of which in
its own way had great influence upon me.   We had a ragman
who went about pushing a barrow.   He was reputed to have
attended college, and, as he went round with his bowls, he
often had an open book in front of him,, stuck up against his
crockery, from which he read as he pushed.   We gave him a
bad time, I regret now to say, and we were anathema to him.
One day I made bold to steal up and read his book, and
became so absorbed that he caught me.   Instead of getting
the welcome with his foot or fist which I expected, he asked
me in a kindly voice if I was interested.   I said I was, and
asked for a loan of it.   c< Take it," said he, " it will do you
more good than it will me,"    1 bore away a volume of
Thucydidcs in English*   What a story !  What men !   What
stirring tales and movements !   How the long winter evenings
sped !   How the shadows beyond the lamp-glow became the
trysting-place of heroes !
* In the booksellers* windows I had read pages of Hugh
Miller's My Schools and Schoolmasters, and one day an old
tattered copy became mine*   I lived in a place of interesting